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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 

                     SENIOR SECTION 

                   DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

               CLASS XII    

             VISTAS: EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL      

                                                                    COLIN DEXTER 

Suggested value points for worksheet questions: 

 

Q1. Evans- a habitual thief- kleptomaniac- was serving a 

term in the Oxford prison- had been imprisoned earlier 

and had broken jail thrice- was a master planner - very 

sociable and knew how to keep intimate contacts at the 

right quarters -in the words of Governor – pleasant sort of 

chap with no record of violence 

 

 Q2. Evans- does not seem to have learnt German- teacher 

has to explain even simple words like ‘Gluten Gluck’ – 

because Evans really never studied and the teacher was an 

accomplice of Evans- helping him to escape. 

 

 Q3. The two visitors Evans had in the morning were- 

prison officer named Jackson and senior prison officer 

Stephens. 

 

Q4.Evans’ escape from the prison was to duplicate 

McLeery who was to invigilate the exam- he had short 

hair – in order to look like McLeery Evans had clipped his 

hair short. 

 

Q5.The governor wanted McLeery to be checked- to see if 

he had unwittingly brought anything which might prove 
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to be a potential weapon that Evans could use and hold 

him hostage to escape the prison. 

 

Q6. McLeery tells Jackson that he was suffering from 

haemorrhoids- the tube helped him when he had to sit for 

a long time. 

 

Q7. At 9.40 am the Governor got a call from the Assistant 

Secretary- regarding a correction in the question paper- it 

was just to inform Evans that after his escape from the 

prison - should go to Hotel Golden Lion. 

 

Q8.Very conscientious and obsessive about his duties- 

Stephens decided to have one last look – rude shock 

awaited him as he opened the peep-hole- saw a man with 

short hair presumably McLeery –in a pool of blood. 

 

Q9. The real purpose of the cleverly superimposed 

photocopied sheet- to give final details of the escape plan 

to Evans- also meant to make the authorities believe that 

the wounded man was actually McLeery- wanted to help 

them them rearrest escapee 

 

Q10. Carter- detective Superintendent whom the 

Governor has summoned after the supposed escape of 

Evans- wants him to accompany the injured man – who 

supposedly knows about the escapee  

 

Q11. It was certainly not a careless blunder- part of the 

master plan- to confound the prison authorities- was 
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allowed to trace Evans- because in the long run Evans 

knows he will leave the Governor in a duped state. 

 

Q12.Evans’ friend disguised as McLeery managed to 

smuggle the disguise material into the cell with ingenuity- 

came wearing two parson’s dresses with black fronts and 

collars- extra pair of spectacles- this was passed on to 

Evans in the cell. 

 

Q13.Governor finally realised- that it was Evans who had 

gone out with Carter- that he was impersonating McLeery 

–thought about the six digit reference number- took the 

survey map and reached the hotel. 

 

Q14. The driver of the prison van –has a broad Scots 

accent- this is proof to show that it is none other than the 

man who had impersonated as McLeery and helped Evans 

escape out of prison. 

 

Q15. Evans makes a master plan and executes it to 

perfection- he gets his acquaintances to help him out of 

the prison- at the end when the Governor traces him out – 

does not get perturbed because he knows he has people to 

help him escape- using the over-confidence of the 

governor to his advantage he has the last laugh. 
 

************* 

 


